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Brooke Schwabenton, DVM “Dr. Brooke” joined
Sedgeﬁeld Animal Hospital and Dental Center
(SAHDC) full-time on September 14, 2009. She
has been working with us for the last six years, as
a “Relief” Veterinarian; ﬁlling in when one of our
doctors were out of town.
Dr. Brooke received her Doctorate in Veterinary
Medicine in 2002 from North Carolina State University College of Veterinary Medicine, and completed
a one year internship at the University of Missouri
Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

“We are excited about Dr. Brooke joining our hospital. Since she has worked for us on a regular basis
over the last six years, we know she ﬁts our hospital
culture and philosophy. She has a big heart and loves
serving and connecting with our clients and patients.
She is a dedicated doctor, committed to excellent
medicine and surgery. We welcome her to our team.”
says Dr. Tim Banker.
Dr. Brooke says, “After practicing at numerous clinics in the Triad, I am pleased to have found a clinic I
can call home. Sedgeﬁeld provides a compassionate

environment with an exceptionally high standard of
care. I am thrilled to be a member of this practice.”

Dr. Brooke will see patients for preventative care,
diagnostics, surgery, acute illness and chronic disease. Allowing Dr. Banker’s primary focus to be on
comprehensive and advanced veterinary dentistry.
Dr. Brooke Schwabenton lives in Greensboro with
her ﬁancé Murphy. Together they have four cats;
Justa, Norman, Rey Rey, and Jeff. Their thirteen
year old St. Bernard, Sadie Mae passed away on
September 23rd. Although this is a sad and difﬁcult
time for them, Dr. Brooke ﬁnds peace in remembering all of her wonderful and happy memories of
Sadie. Sadie has been with her since she adopted her
the ﬁrst year of Vet School and was her very ﬁrst
ever spay surgery. Please feel free to stop by the ofﬁce and welcome her to our practice.

Happenings at SAHDC — What’s New?

The autumn season is rolling in and we are rolling with it! Dr. Banker has been going on his
usual trips to Nova Scotia, Canada every other
month performing all of their advanced dentistry
procedures. Dr. Banker taught an advanced
dentistry course in Raleigh on October 4th. He
and Heather, his Dental Technician, attended
the International Dental Forum in Scottsdale,
Arizona at the end of October.
On November 7th, Dr. Banker will be attending

the Red Dog Farm Animal Rescue Network’s
Annual Dogs on the Catwalk fashion show and
silent auction fundraiser. He will be “modeling”
with Harley, a German Shepherd, to the song
“Bad Case of Loving You” by Robert Palmer.
When Dr. Banker isn’t busy working or traveling he will be taking advantage of the cooler fall
days working in his yard.
We have some weddings and a new grandbaby
in the works. Dr. Brooke will be getting mar-

ried this coming January at Tanglewood Park.
Ashley, one of our assistants, will be having her
wedding at Oak Island, NC in late March. Anne
is expecting her ﬁrst grandchild and Courtney is
going to be an Aunt. Anne’s youngest daughter,
Jaime, is having a baby boy due in February.

We all wish you a peaceful and serene autumn
and upcoming holiday season. You can also
keep up with the Sedgeﬁeld crew by becoming
a “Fan” on our Facebook page!

Keep up with what’s happening at SAHDC now by becoming our “fan” at www.facebook.com.
Download pictures of your pets and see pictures of staff and their pets.
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With the holidays approaching everyone is preoccupied and distracted. We
don’t want to forget our four legged
friends. Learning the dangers that
await them this time of year will hopefully ensure a safe holiday season for
everyone.

Some emergencies are completely
unforeseeable and unpreventable, but
there are some things that you can do
to prevent that late night trip to the
emergency clinic with your pet. Take

of age. However,
after they turn
two, we see them
slow down in aging to about four
“human” years
per year. Thus, a
ﬁfteen year old
cat is really in
their early seventies. With regular
veterinary care,
being
spayed
or neutered at a
young age, good
nutrition and taking into account
behaviors in this
article, our feline
friends can live
to be twenty or
more years old.

a moment to study your house looking for potential hazards that your
pet could get into. Don’t ask us why,
but dogs and cats just can’t seem to
get enough of decorations and food.
Everything from Christmas ornaments and tinsel, to Halloween candy.
Thanksgiving turkey and scented potpourri seem like ﬂashing neon signs
to our furry friends. Keeping these
items out of reach is one step to take
to prevent a holiday disaster.

Avoid these toxic things:
• Toxic plants - Lilies are among the most toxic plants to cats and dogs, while Poinsettias and Christmas trees may just cause an upset stomach.
• Chocolate, Grapes, Raisins, & Leftovers-Some “people food” can be very toxic to pets, causing severe symptoms including pancreatitis and
kidney failure.
• Xylitol Sweetener - this is a deadly artiﬁcial sweetener found in most chewing gum, toothpaste, puddings, and some baked goods.
• Medications - Ibuprofen, Tylenol, Aspirin and other anti-inﬂammatory medications can cause GI ulceration, liver failure and
even death.

The old way of thinking was one year in a
cat’s life equals seven “human” years. However, recent studies have proven this to be not
quite accurate. Cats go through puberty much
faster than we think. At age two they are actually
anywhere from twenty one to twenty eight years

Brake-Fast Bowl

This “Brake-fast “ Bowl is designed
to help dogs eat slower. We especially
recommend this for large deep chested
dogs that are susceptible to bloating .
It can be purchased online at
www.brake-fast.net.

Chance came to us when she
was only four weeks old,
suffering with a severe and
irreparable leg injury. After
many months of supportive
care and countless hours of love she grew into
a healthy 5 month old kitten. She had her leg
amputated on September 23rd, and is already
enjoying chasing Theo around our practice.
Chance is just one of the many success
stories we have had thanks to your
donations to the Carmella Fund. For more
information on how you can support the
Carmella Fund please call 294-1944 or stop
by our ofﬁce!

A common, but difﬁcult question to answer is
“How long will my cat live?” The answer has
changed dramatically over the years as we have
grown to provide our cats with better care, better
nutrition and a better environment. Just like humans, numerous factors are involved to provide
a long and happy life.

Buttercup and Bob’s story began way before they
came to live here at Sedgeﬁeld Animal Hospital
and Dental Center. Bob and Buttercup landed into
the wonderful home of Al, a very eccentric man
and client at SAHDC. Al fancied unusual pets
and always enjoyed getting strange looks from his
visitors. Al became very sick with cancer and had
a difﬁcult time caring for his menagerie of critters.
He leaned on many friends during his time of need,
one of them our own receptionist, Courtney. Sadly
Al succumbed to cancer in the fall of 2007.
Courtney had the sole responsibility of placing
the animals into new homes. While doing so she
became attached to the two beardies and we at
Sedgeﬁeld Animal Hospital welcomed them to
their new home in our lobby.

Bob and Buttercup quickly became a hit with
the staff and clients alike. All was well in the
dragons’ new life until one day this late spring
when Buttercup became ill. Courtney took
her to an exotic animal veterinary specialist in Cary, NC. Buttercup had diagnostics
(radiographs and lab work) performed and
was diagnosed with advanced kidney disease.
The staff nursed her daily with medicine and
supportive care but she lost the will and strength
to live on September 14th, 2009. We would like to
thank everyone for their concern. Next time you’re
in, be sure to stop by and talk to Bob. He loves to
listen to people’s voices.
It just goes to show that you don’t have to have fur
to be loved.

Anne has been with us since September 7, 1981.
She has always been willing to help out wherever needed, working in all areas of the hospital
from assisting the doctors to grooming. Most
people know her from her work in the front ofﬁce as a receptionist.
Anne has lived in Greensboro since she was four
years old. She has been married to her husband,
Jim, for thirty years and they have three children, Courtney, Jaime & Sam. All three children
work here currently or have in the past.
Over the years Anne has raised and nursed a

Cats tend to be
solitary and stoic creatures often showing little
or no signs that they are becoming sick. Changes
in your cat’s appetite, attitude, activity level and
bathroom habits may be indicators of something
more than just “an old cat”. A “grumpy” cat may
be a sick cat and typically older cats who stop
using the litter box do so for a medical reason.
Remember, old age is not a disease; it is a stage
of life. If you notice any of these changes in your
cat, have them checked out by your veterinarian.
None of us would be very happy if we had an
ache or pain, lump or bump, and were told “Oh,
you’re just getting old”.

menagerie of pets. Everything from
pot-bellied pigs, bunnies, lizards,
and birds to even bottle raising an
albino wallaby for a whole summer.
Currently her house is run by her
two dogs, Joey, a Standard Poodle,
and Thera, a Boxer/ Fox Terrier mix,
along with three cats Buster, Gucci, and Oliver.
Anne says, “ I can’t even imagine working anywhere else. Working here for twenty eight years
has given me the opportunity to work closely and
form special bonds with clients and their multiple pets. Now I even have the great pleasure
of working with our ‘second generation’ clients,
remembering when they were ﬁve years old and
coming into the practice with their parents”.
Anne is a genuine warm hearted and dedicated

Regular examinations and bloodwork (every six
months to a year) by your veterinarian can help
identify problems early. Other problems often
seen with our geriatric feline friends can be easily dismissed by us as normal aging behavior.
Some of these are:

Diminished exercise or an increased amount
of sleep may actually be arthritis or bone and
muscle problems. Environmental approaches to
improve your cat’s comfort can include placing
food and water bowls on the ﬂoor as apposed
to on top of counters, and making sure the litter
box has low sides for easy access.

Inactivity and decrease in water consumption
may lead to kidney disease. Try adding low–sodium chicken broth or tuna juice to their water
or food for more moisture. Cats often like to
drink from a water fountain or a dripping sink.

Hearing loss, tends to be gradual and may not
be noticed until the cat is completely deaf. This
is a major concern especially if the cat goes
outside and may not hear cars, or approaching
predators.
Hair loss or dry & ﬂakey skin may be prevented
or corrected by dietary supplements or special
medicated shampoos. Sometimes this is a ﬁrst
indication of hormone changes or thyroid disease.
We all love our pets dearly and want them to be
happy and comfortable as long as possible. The
oldest cat I have personally treated is 26 years
old and going strong. The oldest patient seen at
SAHDC was “Thomas” the cat who lived to be
31 years old!

employee who deﬁnitely embraces the word
“family” in our team. We feel lucky to have her
as part of our practice and as an ambassador for
all living creatures.

